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   Thanksgiving weekend is over.   In Church terms it is the beginning of a new Church Calendar year, marking the end of the old and anticipating what is to come.  Sunday was the first Sunday in Advent so we are now in a countdown to Christmas.  

   This year the significance of endings, beginnings, and anticipations has been very extreme.  Wednesday we observed some typical things like our Ecumenical service with the Elmer Presbyterian Church, and my normal expectation of when my traveling children would get home.  I think it was 2AM this year, but I’ve reached the point where I no longer stay up waiting.   Thursday I found refuge from the kitchen by doing gardening work.  We then ate the feast.  Friday we traveled and visited with old friends.  Then on Saturday we celebrated with the Hall family as Michael married Jennifer Neher. 

   The celebrations were bitter sweet as we found out Wednesday that both Linda Dilks and Carla Pitman lost their brothers.  Services were Sunday night and Monday morning.  I also missed my friend Mario who used to celebrate Thanksgiving with us and the rest of his family.  Mario died last year just after Christmas, and his wife Sondra several months before that.  We also found out on Monday that my former pastor, Bill Thielking died Saturday and two other friends from Milford on Monday.  

The good thing about each of these losses is that the people who died all came from strong communities of faith.  At the services on Sunday and Monday the witness of God’s grace and God’s eternal promise helped each of us with the tragedy of the loss.  We have an awareness of God’s presence in the darkest time, and a promise for the future in each of the people who have died.  We have many pictures of that promise in scripture.  Perhaps the most well-known picture is the one painted in the 23rd Psalm.  “The Lord is my Shepherd I shall not want.”   “Yea though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me.”   “I will dwell in the House of the Lord forever.”

   As we begin Advent, we can anticipate new and wonderful things. Yes, difficult times will happen, but the promise is for great things to also happen. In the end it will be the glory of God’s love that will outshine the darkness of other things. So we look forward immediately to our awesome church programs, the Christmas Play this weekend, the Cantata two weeks later, the distribution of toys to children in need, and the gathering of family and friends for Christmas Eve services and special Christmas and New Year’s Day Services. I am also anticipating the first meeting of our new Worship Committee. Personally, I anticipate Christmas Day with friends and family. This year especially it will be the first Christmas for our daughter-in-law, Mika and our grandson, Enishi. James will be recovering from knee surgery and Dave has almost recovered from his broken leg.

   We are feeling more and more blessed and at home in Elmer.   Many of you have become good friends.  As we work together and experience the ups and downs of life, we praise God for you and the amazing ways we have grown in our ministries together in Elmer.  

   We are looking forward to Christmas with all of you.  While we prepare and observe this important day as Christians, let me leave you with four key words for the Sundays in Advent:  Expect a Miracle… Look for signs of Hope... Be amazed by God’s Love… And Give to Jesus on Jesus’ Birthday.

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Dave Repenning
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Parsonage Open House

4-8pm Friday, December 30th
19 South Main Street, Elmer

Please come and join us

as we celebrate the Season

Barb and Pastor Dave

and family

Attendance:
Early

Morning

Sunday

Service

Worship

School
Nov. 6

18

145

47

Nov. 13

23

142

39
Nov. 20





37
Nov. 27

14

144

38
Stewardship:
Church

Missions
S.School

Nov. 6

$4,788.00
$956.00

$39.00
Nov. 13

$3,892.50
$456.00

$42.75
Nov. 20

$5,307.45
$443.00

$57.00
Nov. 27

$3,510.76
$415.00

$57.00
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December Birthdays 

Happy Birthday to All!!

  2nd
Frank Locke

  3rd
Paul Eller, IV, Justine Fox & Melissa Greene

  4th
Danielle Repenning

  5th  
Rachel Larcombe
  6th  
Fritz Harz

  8th
Jen Bucolo

  9th  
Heather Layton & Jim Shimp

10th 
Katelyn Dilks

11th
Alexis Richards

12th 
Marsha Lewis

14th  
Peg Walker

15th  
John Bucolo
16th  
Wyatt Schneider, Gust Theopulos & Justin Harper, Jr.

17th
Alice Nelson

21st  
Stephen Locke

23rd
Shannon Hall

24th  
Harry Platt, Jr. & Ed Bucholski

26th
Kevin Hill

30th  
Jennifer Lloyd & Jacklyn Wriggins

31st   
Linda Bramell

[image: image6.wmf]Elinor Lubrano will be in the chapel on Sundays, Dec. 11 & 18 to take your order for poinsettias. They may be placed on the altar for Christmas to the Glory of God and in loving memory or in honor of a loved one. $6.50 each.   Or you may contact Elinor by calling 856-279-8107.
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Annual Church Wide Christmas Caroling

6:30pm Wednesday, Dec. 21st
A hayride around town - so bundle up!! Don’t forget to invite a friend! Refreshments afterwards!!
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Christmas Eve Candlelight Services

Saturday, December 24, 2011
7:30 and 11pm
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New Year’s Eve Watchnight Service

11:15pm  Saturday, December 31, 2011
The Adult Fellowship will meet on Monday, December 5th at 6pm at the home of Jean Bishop for a covered dish supper.  Please bring a White Elephant gift.

The YCW Class will meet at 5:30pm on Wednesday, December 13th  at Pegasus Restaurant for dinner.  After dinner they will go to the home of Elaine Masters for their Christmas party.  Please bring 3 small gifts.
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Elmer United Methodist Drama Ministries proudly presents

“Come in from the Cold”

7pm
Sunday, December 4, 2011

   Please join us for a dramatic musical, “Come in from the Cold.” Come explore the outside world that is often harsh and indifferent to both our physical and spiritual warmth. From holiday shopping to the homeless, this musical takes a look at the situations we face and what we can do to bring “the reason for Christmas” to the center of our lives.

Admission: One new or used, wearable coat
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            to donate to Peter’s Pantry Coat Closet.
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In addition, any donations of mittens, gloves, scarves, and hats would be greatly appreciated.

“One Incredible Moment”

By Max Lucado and Tom Fettke
4:00pm Sunday, December 18th
“The majesty of the manger, the splendor of the star,

The anthem of the angels brings heaven to our hearts.

As we proclaim the message, redemption’s timeless plan;

In one incredible moment, our God became a man!”

   More than two thousand years later, the miraculous circumstances of Christ’s birth still astound us; yet everything from that night – the shepherds and the angels, the star and the wise men, the virgin birth in a stable – remains in the shadow of the Child Himself. In one incredible moment, God reunited Creator and created. His perfect plan appeared in the flesh, becoming the cornerstone of man’s redemption. This musical reveals how every character and moment of that divine night illuminate the miracle of Christ.

   We pray that the wonder of that One Incredible Moment will be experienced again and that lives will be transformed. 
   Please join us on Sunday, December 18th at 4:00pm as all our choirs participate in our cantata worship service followed by a covered dish supper in the Fellowship Hall.
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[image: image14.wmf]Peter’s Pantry will sponsor a mitten tree again this year.  Please bring in NEW cold weather items like socks, mittens, hats, and scarves to decorate our Mitten Tree in the Fellowship Hall. They will be distributed to needy families thr Peter’s Pantry. As always, thank you for your generosity. Thank you

Youth News
The Middlers’ Annual Shopping Trip to Philly

Saturday, Dec. 3rd at 9am. We’ll have lunch (leaders’ treat) and do our shopping for the homeless children.

The Middler Sub Sale is Saturday, Dec. 17th. Pick up time is 10:30 to 11:30am. Be sure to order yours!! $6.00 each!!  Money will go towards are retreat to Ocean City in March, 2012.
Jr. High Youth meet on Sunday, Dec. 11th at 5:30pm at the Hangar for some “Fun Stuff” and don’t forget their New Year’s Bash from 5:30 to 7pm on Sunday, January 1st!!

Sr. High Youth will meet on Sunday, Dec 11th at 5:30pm at the Hangar for Gym Night.

Sr. High Youth will meet at the church on Friday, Dec. 16th to Make Cookies for an outreach project. (shut-ins).  Donations of sugar (white or brown), flour, butter, eggs, choc. chips, would be greatly appreciated and may  be dropped off in the kitchen or refrig. Monetary donations are always welcome.  For further info please see Pat Hall or Linda Thomas.
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HOW TO STAY HEALTHY FOR CHRISTMAS
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   Staying healthy at Christmas and reducing stress involves your mind, body, and soul.
1.  Stay spiritually grounded. Stay in touch with God. Take time to breathe deeply and say a prayer. Give Him your problems and your Praise.

2.  Get fresh air. Being active outside in the fresh air will give you more energy by oxygenating your brain and energizing your body. Go sledding, skating or walking. Play outside with your children. This will also reduce the child’s anxiety.

3.  Plan ahead. Do as much as you can in advance. Write Christmas cards early, bake cookies early. Avoid doing everything at the last minute.  This advice may already be too late.

4.  Start new traditions. Instead of competing to find the best gift, show your love in other ways. Instead of stuffing yourself with turkey and mashed potatoes, eat slowly and lightly. Instead of fighting with your relatives, let go of old arguments and don’t even think of starting new ones.

5.  Take time out. Pamper yourself.

6.   Get enough sleep. 

7.   Get enough light. If you are bothered by Seasonal Affective Disorder, make sure you are getting enough light. Maybe you need a light box to fight winter “blues.”

8.   Make time to do what you love to do.  Sing, dance, read, write, walk, paint; whatever makes you feel emotionally healthy. Let go of guilty feelings and others’ expectations.

9.   Eat properly and get your vitamins.  Wash your hands with soap and water to keep from catching colds.

10. Consider your safety. Be careful not to contaminate food. Be careful not to burn yourself with hot food.  Accidents at Christmastime are due to excitement or hurry.  Be sure your smoke alarms and carbon monoxide alarms have batteries and are working.  Use common sense about driving on ice or in a blizzard. Dress for the weather.

11. Consider the safety of your pets. Stick to their schedule and diet. Remember that some plants are poisonous to animals.  They could also get into the chocolates. Give them a safe room where they can hide out from the festivities.

12. If parents are stressed at Christmas, their children will pick up on those feelings. Helping children cope is the best way to enjoy Christmas.  Take a favorite blanket or stuffed

animal if you are staying with family over the holidays. Find a way to help someone else. Talk to your children about your traditions and spirituality--and how to give to others.

      Focus on the real meaning of Christmas--that Jesus is the reason for the season.

Bonnie Kanady, RN
Ken and Dawn Bishop
Global Partners

PO Box 6894, Alburquerque, NM 87197

kadbishop@yahoo.com

Dear Prayer Warriors,
Thank you so much for your prayers for us and the people here, though you may not have heard from us for a while and may not know specifically how you can pray, you do it anyway.  What a blessing! We serve a God that knows our needs at any given time, yet wants us to solicit Him in prayer to fulfill those needs and to grow in Him. We also need to praise Him for those things He provides us daily. One of the many things we are thankful for are YOU, our prayer partners. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts.

   Last week was the Muslim holiday of Bahram. It is the largest holiday in the Muslim calendar where Muslims celebrate the sacrifice of Abraham of his son (they believe was Ishmael). Muslims who practice this usually get a live animal like a lamb if they can afford it or simply a chicken and prepare a large family meal, kind of like what we do on Thanksgiving. However, they slay the animal and spill its blood as a covering for their sin. We know the symbolism in this and the necessity they may feel since they do not know of the Savior and His once and for all sacrifice. Please pray for:

· A heartfelt desire in people to seek forgiveness from God as most celebrate this holiday without meaning

·  For this desire for forgiveness not to stop, after the sacrifice, and for it to grow into seeking Christ.

·  Against the enemy as he uses it to oppress his people and also we feel the spiritual darkness

·  Spiritual openness and opportunities for us to proclaim Christ to attentive ears and hearts.

   We also want to share with you and praise God for the changes we are seeing in some of the teenagers we are working with. A couple have accepted Christ over the summer and several others have been very receptive to Christ’s teaching and His words from the Bible that we share during the weekly Friday meeting. Please continue to pray! If you would like to do this during our teen meeting, it is at 4:00pm (10:00am EST) on Friday.
   We thank God for his sustaining power for us in ministry here in Albania. It has been a long journey and we are seeking to continue to be faithful in service to Him here. Thanks for your faithfulness in prayers and support.

Kids Korner:

Eva – Exciting times: Just got accepted to attend Judson University next year, next phase is seeking financial aid

 - Please pray.

Joshua:  Started guitar lessons and enjoying making sharp things in the garage, thanks for praying for us.

Stephen – Having fun, thanks for praying (please pray for some good Albanian friends, (from Dad)

Blessings,

Ken, Dawn, Eva, Joshua and Stephen Bishop

Submitted by Joan Harz

Missions Chair
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